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HELLO, I'M
KRISTEN LEAR/
MY PRONOLUNS ARE
SHE/HER!

MY OFFICIAL TITLE IS
AGAVE RESTORATION
PIRECTOR. I WORK AT
BAT CONSERVATION
INTERNAT/IONAL/
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Juanele Tamal
Art & story

BAT CONSERVATION HAS
BEEN MY PASSION SINCE I WAS
GROWING UP IT'S A BIG PART OF

WHO I AM AND WHAT I pPO!

IMAGIRL
SCOUT. I GOT MY
UNOFFICIAL START IN
BAT CONSERVATION
THROUGH GIRL MY MOM
scouTs! WAS MY
. GIRL SCOUT
TROOP
LEAPER/




IN SIXTH GRAPE, I PIP AS/LVER
AWARP PROJECT ABOUT BATS.
I REAP A LOT ABOUT THEM!

ﬂ LEARNED
THEY WERE I BUILT FOLIR
UNPER AT ES A
L iriagn BAT HOUSES AS

PART OF THAT
PROJECT!

FROM A LOT OF
PIFFERENT
THINGS!

MY PAD, MY MOM, ANDP MY GRANDPA
HELPEP ME BLILD THOSE
HOUSES! GRANLPFA WAS A VERY
HANDPS-ON, MECHANICAL TYPE

OF PERSON!
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I DECIDED
TO STUDY L
ZooLosy

IN COLLEGE. I WANTED TO BE
AWILPLIFE
VETERINARIAN
AND HELP ANIMALS!

PURING COLLEGE, IPIP A
PRESENTAT/ION ON BATS FOR
A SEMINAR AND AT A SCIENCE

FAIR FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS!

IN CONCLUSION: BATS
ARE AWESOME!




I APPLIEP FOR SUMMER JOBS,
BUT PIPN'T GET THE JOB THAT
I REALLY WANTEPD AT THE
CINCINNAT| ZOO0 --

THE MAIL

LOST WY
APPLICATION?Z!
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-- BUT EVERYTHING
HAPPENS FOR A REASON...

I THEN FOUNP AN AP FROM A PHD
STUPENT IN TEXAS. SHE NEEPEDP
FIELP ASSISTANCE/

...HERE I HAD MY FIRST
BAT RESEARCH
EXPERIENCE/

WE WOULD CATCH BATS
AND RAPIO TRACK THEM
ALL NIGHT/

THIS IS
AMAZING/
I WANT TO PO

CONSERVATION
AS A CAREER!

THIS TIME I GOT TO BUILD 18 BAT
HOLUSES FROM SCRATCH! I USEP
A POWER SAW, ANP I'P GO TO THE
LUMBER YARD IN TOWN AND GET
B/G POLES TO MOUNT THEM!

SEVERAL OF THE
HOUSES WERE
FULL OF BATS

SOON AFTER!




IN COLLEGE, I LOVEP BEING
AROUND PEOPLE MY OWN AGE, WITH
SIMILAR BUT PIFFERENT INTERESTS,

ALL LIVING TOGETHER IN THE
PORMS!

AFTER UNPERGRAD, I GOT A
FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP..

I'LL GO \/

A?.fﬁ?%i% "y
CRITICALLY
FOR A YEAR TO ENCANGEREL
STUDY THE BAT SPECIES!
SOUTHERN BENT-

WING BAT --

ALSO
KNOWN AS
MINIOPTERLS
SCHREIBERSI
BASSANI!

I GOT TO PO HANPS-ON WORK
WITH TECHNOLOGY THAT I WAS NOT
FAMILIAR WITH!

WITH THIS
THERMAL
IMAGING

CAMERA, WE'LL
TRY TO TRACK
AND COUNT
BATS...

b3 F

WE WOULP COUNT FORTY TO
FIFTY THOUSANP BATS
EMERGING FROM A CAVE IN A NIGHT!




I KNEW I WANTEP TO PO A PHD, ANDP IDPIP A COUPLE OF SCHOOL

THE FULBRIGHT SOLIPIFIEP MY TALKS AND BAT WALKS,
PECISION TO CONTINUE WITH THAT I ALSO VOLUNTEEREPD AS A GIRL
CONSERVATION WORK! SCOUT!

HERE, WE CALL
OURSELVES G/IRL

IN AUSTRALIA,
Ipip RAPIO
INTERVIEWS
FOR SOME LOCAL
RADIO STATIONS!

TELL US
MORE ABOUT
BATS!

‘ WONPERFUL!
',
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THEN I STARTEPD

MY PHD IN ZO14, AND
I FINISHED IT

THOSE EXPERIENCES SOLIPIFIED
MY INTEREST IN MAKING SURE THAT
OUTREACH WAS PART OF MY
FORMAL JOB IN THE FUTURE --

-- OR AT LEAST
AS A HoBBY/
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NOW I LEAD OUR AGAVE

RESTORATION INITIATIVE
ACROSS THE U.S. SOUTHWEST

AND MEXICO!
WE WORK TO
RESTORE AND
ALUGMENT AGAVE
PLANTS T

AGAVE PLANTS ARE
VERY IMPORTANT FOOP
RESOURCES FOR THREE
SPECIES OF POLLINATING

BATS!

i

AND THEY'RE ALSO VERY
IMPORTANT AS CLULTLURAL AND
ECONOMIC RESOLIRCES
FOR PEOPLE IN MEXICO ANPD IN
THE U.S.

I DIRECT WHERE WE GO, WHAT
WE PO, AND HOW WE PO IT, TO
BENEFIT BATS AND PEOPLE
ACROSS THE BINATIONAL

MIGRATORY CORRIPOR --




I OCCASIONALLY PO
FIELD WORK BUT A LOT
IS COMPUTER WORK, AND
ALOT OF TRAVELING
FOR PARTNER MEETINGS
AND CONFERENCES...

ONE VERY LOGISTICAL THING IS
SFANISH, A LOT OF OUR
PARTNERS ARE FROM MEX/ICO --

I KNOW SPANISH

WELL, BUT IT'S BEEN /CREO QLE HE
ACHALLENGE MEJORAZO M/
GETTING BETTER ESFANOL/
AT IT...

...AND

FUNPRAISING
TOO!

ALSO, IT'S AVERY LARGE
INITIATIVE, YOU HAVE TO MAKE
SURE ALL PIECES ARE
WORKING TOGETHER AS
A WHOLE INSTEAP OF JUST
ISOLATED PROJECTS

HERE AND THERE,’/
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...BUT IT'S VERY REWARPING,
PLANTING BABY AGAVE
PLANTS THAT'LL TAKE 10 TO 20
YEARS BEFORE THEY BLOOM --

-= BUT WHEN THEY
PO, THEY WILL BE
FEEPING THOSE
BATS!




IDPO ALOT OF PUBLIC OUTREACH
EFFORTS. IN Z019 I WAS AT THE
EXPLORERS FESTIVAL FOR
NATGEO AND GAVE A
LIGHTNING TALK!

-- IN ONLY
SIXTY
SECONDS!

I'VE ALSO STAYED
INVOLVEPD IN GIRL SCOUTS
AS ASCIENTIFIC
APVISOR AND POING
ACTIVITIES WITH THEM!
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I TRY TO ENCOURAGE PIVERSITY
ANP INCLUSIVITY BY GIVING TALKS
IN SPANISH IN THE U.S. AND IN MEXICO!

P N
LOS MURCIELAGOS SE
ALIMENTAN PEL NECTAR

PEL AGAVE...

%)\

% 24

NS

AN N

AND I ALWAYS TRY TO PLAN
PIFFERENT ACTIVIT/IES FOR
PIFFERENT TYPES OF PEOPLE --

-- FOR OLDER
FOLKS AS WELL d
— AS FOR YOUNG
—~—_ KIDS!
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ONCE AN OLPER MALE COLLEAGLE
SAIP T WAS "ANNOYINGLY UPBEAT".
CERTAINLY NOT A VERY GOOP
COMPLIMENT!

COMMENTS LIKE THOSE
MAKE ME WONDER, PO
PEOPLE TAKE ME
SERIOUSLY, WITH MY
KNOWLEDGE AND
EXPERTISEZ _
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PO THeY
REALLY
LISTEN
TO ME?
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IT CAN BE ACHALLENGE TO
NAVIGATE IN SCIENCE. IT CAN BE

FRUSTRATING BUT T'VE
GOTTEN BY!

AS AN IF/THEN
AMBASSAPOR, I'M EXCITED
ABOUT THE RESOURCES FOR DOING
THE OUTREACH AND MENTORSHIP
WORK THAT I WANTED TO PO --

THE GENERAL POPULATION CAN

ALSO HELP BAT CONSERVATION

EFFORTS! THE FIRST STEP IS TO
L/STEN TO THE PEOPLE!

-- BUT ALSO ABOUT
THE COMMLNITY.
IT'S 100+
AMBASSADPORS,
CONNECTED ANP
COLLABORATING!

WHAT

WELL, I'VE HAP
ARE YOUR

ISSLES WITH
BATS TOO!

YOU CAN PLANT
AGAVE PLANTS

NAT/VE TO THE
AREA!




EVEN OUTS/PE THE U.S.
SOUTHWEST AND MEXICO, YOU
CAN SLIPPORT BATS BY
PLANTING A BAT GARPEN!

PLANT NIGHT N
BLOOMING
FLOWERS THAT
ATTRACT NOCTLURNAL
INSECTS AND THEN
BATS!

FOR PEOPLE INTERESTED IN
PURSUING A CAREER N BAT
CONSERVATION, PON'T LET

SETBACKS PERAIL YOU!

LIKE MYSELF AND
THE CINCINNATI
ZOO! IN THE END,
EVERYTHING
WORKEP OUT FINE!

THERE'S NO RIGHT OR WRONG
PATH IN LIFE. IF THAT SPECIFIC
PATH THAT YOU HAPD IN MIND
POESN'T WORK RIGHT AWAY, IT'S
STILL GONNA BE GO0/
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KEEP MOVING
FORWARLC/




