EARYN MCGEE




HELLO! I'M
PR. EARYN MCGEE/
I'M AN HERPETOLOGIST,
SCIENCE COMMLUNICATOR,
AND CREATOR OF
#FINPTHATLIZARLP
ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

LET ME TELL
YOU A BIT ABOUT
MY STORY/

Juanele Tamal
Art & story

I WAS BORN IN ATLANTA! T GREW
UP THERE ANP IN LOS ANGELES,
AND A LITTLE BIT IN NEW JERSEY!

WHEN I WAS
ACHILD I
WANTEP TO
WORK WITH
ANIMALS --

-- I WANTED
TO KNOW HOW
ANIMALS SURVIVE
IN THE WILD, AND
WHAT THEY EAT!

MY PARENTS HAP ALWAYS
BEEN PRETTY SLUPPORTIVE
OF MY PESIRE TO WORK WITH

ANIMALS...

YOU COULP BE
A VETERINARIAN
RATHER THAN A
ZOOKEEPER, SO
YOU CAN HAVE
ENOUGH MONEY
TO PAY YOUR
BILLS!
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I WENT TO HOWARP
UNIVERSITY, WHERE I GOT MY
UNPERGRAD PEGREE IN BIOLOGY!

THERE I MET PR. GEORGE
MIPDENDPORF, A HERPETOL OGIST

EXACTLY SURE
HOW YET!

WHO WAS WORKING WITH LIZARPS.
|74
I WANT TO WORK
LIZARDP
WITH ANIMAL &,

W

A FASCINATING

...I STARTED TO LEARN ABOUT
ECOLOGY ANV HERPETOLOGY/

L

THIS IS MORE
ALIGNEP WITH
WHAT I WANT

TO PO!

I REALIZED PEOPLE WERE

~ STILL ASKING NATLURAL

HISTORY RLESTIONS
THAT I THOUGHT WERE
ALREADPY ANSWEREPD!
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IT AMAZED ME THAT
THERE WAS STILL SO
MLCH TO LEARN ABOUT
ANIMALS AND THE
NATURAL WORLPD!

I STUPIED YARROW'S SPINY
LIZARP IN THE CAVE CREEK

CANYON OF THE CHIRICAHUA

MOLUNTAINS OF ARIZONA!

IT'S MY
FAVORITE
LIZARPD!

IDIP Z YEARS OF RESEARCH AT
THE ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY
SCHOLARS PROGRAM, THEN WENT
TO THE LINIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
QD GET MY MASTER'S PEGREE!

THERE, I

WORKEPD WITH
MICHAEL
BOGAN!

LATER, FOR MY PHP WORK,
I WORKEP ON LIZARD BEHAVIOR,
STUPYING LIZARDS' PIETS AS
CLIMATE CHANGE AFFECTS
ARIZONA'S ENVIRONMENT AND
PRIES UP STREAMS!




I ALSO STUDIED
WHERE LIZARDS'

FOOpP SOLIRCES
COME FROM!

SOCIAL MEPIA. IT'S KIND OF LIKE
"WHERE'S WALPO", BUT WITH AN
ACTUAL LIZARD HIPPEN N THE

THEN I STARTED
#FINPTHATLIZARL ON

WITH #FINCTHATLIZARL,
I WANT TO SHOW PEOPLE THAT
ABLACK WOMAN CAN BE A
HERPETOLOGIST --

-- AND T WANT
TO ENGAGE
THEM IN THE
FIELD WORK

IT STARTED WHEN I WAS AT THE
CHIRICAHUA MOUNTAINS. I LOST
TRACK OF A CERTAIN LIZARD, THEN
I SAW IT AGAIN BECAUSE OF A
LARGE, NONTOXIC ORANGE PAINT

MARK I'P PUT ON IT -~

THERE
YOU ARE!
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-- THEN I TOOK A PICTURE AND
SHAREPL |IT ON TWITTER!




NOW I REGLLARLY POST

PHOTOS WITH LIZARDS HIPPEN
IN THEM. I INCLUPE CAPTIONS WITH
A LOT OF INFORMATION ABOUT
THE LIZARD, YOU'RE LEARNING,
BUT IN A FLUN WAY/

TO MY SURPRISE, PEOPLE
COULPN'T FINPZ THE LIZARD
IN THE PHOTO I'D SHAREPD!

IDON'T
KNOW, BUT
THIS IS
FUN/
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MY SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE

ABOUT
LIZARDPS!

PEOPLE ALSO SUBMIT THEIR PHOTOS!
THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO WAS ONE OF THE REASONS 1
TEACH THEM INTERESTING LIZARD WAS CHOSEN FOR THE A44S
FACTS AND TO HAVE A GREATER IF/ THEN AMBASSAPORS
APPRECIATION FOR LIZARDS! PROGRAM:
I DIDN'T N
KNOW THIS 4 D
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LIZARDPS HAVE P/IFFERENT I USE AST/CK LIKE A
PERSONALITIES. WHEN I APPROACH FISHING POLE. IT HAS A
SLIP KNOT ON THE ENP

OF THE STRING. IT'S

TO CATCH THEM, SOMETIMES
KINP OF LIKE FISHING!

THEY'LL BITE YOU, SOMETIMES
THEY WON'T!

EASY, LITTLE
FRIENDP! T'LL JUST
TAKE A COUPLE OF
MEASUREMENTS
AND THEN LET

OH, OKAY
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IN ZO0Z1, I WAS INCLUPEPD IN THE

30 UNPER 30 LIST OF FORBES
MAGAZINE!

PEOPLE ASSOCIATE
CATCHING LIZARDS
WITH HURTING THEM,
BUT I PON'T HURT
THEM! --

-- SO0 I PROPOSEPD THE
TERM LASSOING
INSTEAD, AS A SWITCH IN
TERMINOLOGY. AND IT
KIND OF STUCK!

EXPERIENCE TO BE

RECOGNIZEP FOR
THE WORK I'M POING!

YIKES,
I'VE BEEN

LASS0OEDP/!




MY INCLUSION IN THAT LIST IS ALSO
IMPORTANT TO EPLICATE PEOPLE
ABOUT WHAT A SCIENTIST LOOKS
LIKE, AND THAT A HERPETOLOGIST

CAN BE A YOLING BLACK

I PON'T REALLY SEE A WHOLE
LOT OF PEOPLE WHO LOOK LIKE
ME POING WHAT I'M POING --

--MINE IS A

PREPOMINANTLY
WHITE FIELD!

J

I WANT TO HOST A
PROGRAM ON ANIMAL
PLANET OR THE DISCOVERY h_—1
CHANNEL. I SEE MYSELF As [N—
A "FUTLURE NATLRAL
HISTORY SHOW
HOST"/

PIVERSITY, INCLUSION
AND REPRESENTATION ARE
VERY IMPORTANT TO ME. I GIVE
TALKS IN SCHOOLS TO RAISE
AWARENESS ABOUT THESE

ISSUES!




I'VE ALSO BEEN A

I INTROPUCE BIPOC MIPPLE

SCHOOL GIRLS TO CAREERS
IN NATURAL RESOURCES!

WOW, YOUR
WORK SOUNDS

GRAPUATE STUPENT
MENTOR FOR THE
PORIS PLUKE
CONSERVATION
SCHOLARS
PROGRAM/!

THE PROGRAM AIMS TO INCREASE

PIVERS/TY WITHIN THE
CONSERVATION FIELD!

I'M ALSO PART OF
BLACKAFINSTEM, AND CO-
ORGANIZER OF BLACK BIRPERS
WEEK -- <

-- AN EVENT CREATED
AS A RESPONSE TO
THE CENTRAL PARK
BIRPWATCHING INCIPENT AND
POLICE BRUTALITY AGAINST
BLACK AMERICANS!
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NOW I WORK FOR THE
LOS ANGELES Z00.

I'M THE COORPINATOR
OF CONSERVATION
ENGAGEMENT. |IT MIXES
RESEARCH WITH COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT.

IM THE FIRST
PERSON IN THIS
POSITION!
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PART OF MY JOB IS WITH
OUR FPA/IP INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM. I MENTOR
UNPERGRAPUATE
STUPENTS THROLUGH
RESEARCH PROJECTS
IN THE SUMMER!

WE HAVE PROJECTS IN SOUTH-
CENTRAL L.A., AS WELL AS ON-SITE
EDUCATION EVENTS. AND EVEN A
PANEL AT L.A. COMIC CON/

AT THAT PANEL, WE TALKEPD
ABOUT THE ANIMAL CROSSING
NEW HORIZONS GAME VS.
CONSERVATIONISTS IN FIELDP WORK
IN REAL LIFE/

LET'S TALK A BIT )
\ABOUT ECOLOGY...
§ ,




WHILE I'M REFERREP TO AS A
BLACK FEMALE SCIENTIST,
THAT'S ONLY USEFLUL IF IT'S ABOUT

ANYTHING ELSE IS NOT.
WHY WOULP YOU BRING THAT

UP IN NORMAL, EVERYDAY
ACKNOWLEPGING TALK?Z
OVERCOMING APVERSITY
BEING RELATEP WITH THOSE

IPENTITIES!
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I HOPE YOU'VE ENJOYED MY
STORY! HERE'S SOME FINAL
ADVICE: IT'S IMPORTANT TO
TALK ABOUT YOUR GOALS IN
THE PRESENT TENSE/

L

LIKE MY GOAL OF BEING A
NATURAL HISTORY SHOW HOST
IN THE FUTLURE -~
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-- IT MEANS THAT
YOU'RE GOING TO PUT
THE EFFORT TO
REALLY MAKE IT
HAPPEN!

@ THE END




