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-- ALTHOUGH
I PERSONALLY
PREFER THE TERM
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FINPER --
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I GOT INTERESTEP IN SCIENCE IN

TO WRITE AN ESSAY ABOUT AN
IPEAL PERSON...

MIPDLE SCHOOL. WE WERE ASSIGNED

WHILE POING RESEARCH FOR
THE ASSIGNMENT, I BECAME
INTERESTEPD IN EINSTEIN, AND
THEN IN PHYSICS/

PERSON? TO BE THE

WORLP!

WHO'S My\/lf—\
IPEAL WELL, I WANT

CLEVEREST
PERSON IN THE




IT BECAME ALMOST LIKE
AN OBSESS/ON/ 1T KEPT JOURNALS
ON SCIENTISTS' LIVES, AND KEPT
CLIPPINGS FROM SCIENCE JOURNALS!

MY SISTER NURTURED MY INTEREST
IN PHYSICS. SHE'D ALSO GIVE ME
SCIENCE MAGAZINES FOR KIPS!
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I WENT TO BESIKTAS ATATURK
ANATOLIAN HIGH SCHOOL, AND
THEN I WENT TO COLLEGE IN

ANKARA.

-- SO I CAME TO THE U.S. IN Z009
TO STUPY FOR MY MASTER'S
PEGREE IN TEXAS

WE PIPN'T HAVE THAT MANY
RESOURCES, AND THERE
WERE FEW OPPORTUNITIES
TO STUPY ASTRONOMY
OR ASTROPHYSICS IN
TURKEY --

I'D LIKE TO
WORK FOR
NASA/




I WENT TO TEXAS TECH
BECAUSE A FRIENP WAS
THERE, BUT I PIPN'T REALLY
KNOW HOW TO APPLY TO GRAD
SCHOOL!

THEY PIPN'T HAVE ASTRONOMY,
SO I ENROLLED IN A BIOPHYSICS
MASTER'S --

A=V [ED N ETN//

I'M PIPETTING
PROTEINS INTO
A TUBE, LET ME
JUST -- OH/

/‘\ \
AN
-- |T WAS
CHALLENGING!

YOU KNOW, MAYBE YOU SHOULDN'T
BE DPOING A BIOPHYSICS MASTER'S.
YOU SHOULP PO ASTRONOMY/

I AGREE!

I WOLLD CONSTANTLY QUESTION

MYSELF..
mavee 1 \ b ponT say Thar
CAN'T MAKE SISTER! KEEP
meist JH 7RG/ Tl
BE ALL RIGHT!




IN 2018, 1 GAVE ATELP TALK
ABOUT THE PISCOVERY OF
GALAXY PGC 1000714 -- OR
"BURCIN'S GALAXY"

--IGOTALOT

OF POSITIVE
COMMENTS!

...BUT THERE WERE ALSO MANY
HOSTILE COMMENTS ON
YOUTUBE!

HIAB! \
\\BéuéFé,’ \ \GGENT/
SUANN T

HOW CAN A
SCIENTIST BE
A MUSLIMZ/

BUT MY SISTER CAME TO MY

RESCUE AGAIN!

NoBopY
WANTS ME
HERE, MAYBE I
SHOULPN'T
BE HERE!

~

PEOPLE ON THE
INTERNET WOLLD SAY
THE MEANEST
THINGS EVEN TO A
CUTE LITTLE BABY!

THEY'RE
IGNORANT,
PON'T TAKE IT
PERSONALLY!

-= AND SHE WAS RIGHT!
I PERSEVEREL, AND AFTER MY PHD
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA,
I GOT TWO RESEARCH POSTPOCS,
AT ARIZONA ANP CHICAGO!

SCI _ALL




BACK WHEN I WAS STILL STUPYING IN
TURKEY, THERE WAS A H/IJAB BAN.
IT WAS A HUGE CHALLENGE TO ME!
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I WOoULP Use
SCARFS OR
TURTLE NECKS -- I FELT
INSTEAD -- LIKE I WAS
HIPING MY
IPENTITY/

r
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AS A FIRST GEN, MY FAMILY AND
I FACED SOME PIFFICLULTIES
WHEN I STARTED COLLEGE...

I LEFT MY FAMILY IN
ISTANBLL TO GO
STUPY IN ANKARA, A
6-HOUR PRIVE FROM
HOME...

\y,

NEIGHBORS WOULD CRITICIZE
MY PARENTS FOR THAT!

HOW COULPD YOU LET
A GIRL GO TO ANOTHER
CITY ALONEZ AND TO
GET AN EPUCATION?
ARE YOU CRAZY =

EVEN PROFESSORS WOULP
RUESTION MY PRESENCE
IN CLASS!

YOU'RE A WOMAN, COMING
FROM THE BIGGEST
TURKISH CITY TO STUPY
PHYSICS. WHYZ ARE YOU

CRAZYZ

1\




PEOPLE HAVE A LOT OF
STEREOTYPES ABOUT WHAT
IT IS BEING A SCIENTIST. I HAD

THEM TOO!

SCIENTISTS ARE
LONELY GENIUSES,
RIGHTZ SHOULP
I HAVE TO BE
ALONE ALL DAY
IN A LABZ?

BUT I LIKE
BEING
SOCIAL/

SCIENCE ANP RELIGION ARE
VERY INTERCONNECTED, T WASN'T
FORCEPD TO WEAR A HIJAB LIKE
SOME. BUT I WAS FORCEPD NOT TO

WEAR IT!

MY RELIGION
IS MY WAY
OF LOOKING
AT LIFE AND
EXPRESSING
MYSELF!

BUT THE TRUTH IS, SCIENCE
SHOULDN'T BE A PRIVILEGE.
IT'S FOR EVERYONE/

IT'S A VERY
COLLABORATIVE
JOB. YOU GO TO
CONFERENCES, AND

MEET AMAZING

N PEOPLE!

THERE ARE SO MANY RELIGIOUS
SCIENTISTS. HAVING CRIT/ICAL
THINKING DOES NOT MEAN You
CAN'T HAVE A FA/TH --

-- AND THE OPPOSITE IS
ALSO TRUE: HAVING A FAITH
POESN'T MEAN YOU CAN'T
QUESTION THINGS AND
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
UNIVERSE! y




SCIENCE AND
RELIGION ARE LIKE
MY TWO WINGS
IN LIFE --

PIFFERENTLY/

TWO PEOPLE CAN LOOK AT THE
SAME TREE AND INTERPRET IT

SCIENCE GIVES ME AN

XPLANAT/ON ABOUT THE
UNIVERSE, BUT RELIGION MAKES |
COLORFUL AND BEAUTIFUL/

FROM THE
TWO ANGLES, IT
BECOMES MORE

MEANINGFUL/
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MY FAMILY HAS BEEN MY BIGGEST
SUPPORT. MY FATHER COULDN'T
ACHIEVE HIS GOALS IN SCHOOL PUE
TO ALACK OF RESOURCES...

...MOM GREW UP IN A SMALL TOWN;,
THERE WAS NO ENCOURAGEMENT
OF GIVING EPUCATION TO GIRLS!

IFIHAD A
CHANCE, I'P

BECOME

PRESIPENT!

BUT IT WILL
PIFFERENT

WE'LL
SUPPORT
you!

IF YOU WANT
TO GET AN
EDPUCATION, PO
IT! FOLLOW YOUR

po
WHATEVER
YOU WANT
TO PO!

PURING HARP TIMES IN SCHOOL,
MY FAMILY SUPPORTED ME. I'M
REALLY GRATEFLL FOR THAT!




OUTSIPE OF BEING A SCIENTIST,
I'M A MUSLIM, A FEMINIST, AN
IMMIGRANT, AND A WOMAN!

KNOWING THAT
PIVERSITY 1S OUT
THERE HELPEDP ME
KNOW THAT I'M ONE
OF MANY. IM NOT

-~

BUT I PON'T WANT TO JUST BLEND
IN. I BELIEVE BEING "NORMAL' IS
Z‘ SIMPLY BEING YOLIRSELF/

%g

I LOVE PIFFERENT
COLORS IN MY
OFFICE. I WANT
TO MAKE IT A
WELCOMING
SPACE --
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-- PARTICULARLY
FOR
MARGINALIZED
STUPENTS!

UF 1 FIND IT FUNNY THAT I'M HORRIBLE
WITH DIRECTIONS. I'M ALWAYS

GETTING LOST, BUT I PON'T GET

BOTHERED BY THAT!

NN

=
Il
2 j

WHICH IS A BIT
SURPRISING,
CONSIPERING
THAT MY J30B IS
ABOUT FINPING
GALAXIES!

—

I'M PROUD OF MY TENACITY! LIKE
THAT TIME AT A CONFERENCE WHEN
I APPROACHEP SOMEONE I
REALLY WANTED TO WORK WITH!

COME SEE MY

POSTER! TAKE A
LOOK AT MY wow/ You
WORK! CERTAINLY HAVE

A LOT OF
PASSION!

-- ANDP WE ENPEP UP

WORKING TOGETHER! Q
g




IT'S VERY IMPORTANT TO FIND
LIKE-MINPEP PEOPLE, AND
KNOW THAT YOU'RE NOT ALONE!

IF YOU FEEL OUT OF
PLACE IN ACAPEMIA,
USUALLY THE PROBLEM
IS NOT YOU, IT'S THE
QTRUCTyuoRU!E AROUNP

IN COLLEGE, I'D WISH I HAD
FRIENDPS LIKE THAT. SINCE THEN,
I'VE BUILT A COMMUNITY/

MANY AMAZING
COLLEAGLUES, MENTORS,
AND MY FAMILY, ALL OF
THEM HAVE HELPED ME
MAKE IT HERE!

WE CAN
PO THIS!

IF YOU'RE A LITTLE GIRL
OUT THERE, KNOW THAT
YOUR OWN /IPENTITY
IS NOT AN OBSTACLE --

FIND YOUR
PEOPLE, THE
ONES THAT

WILL
SLUPPORT
You!

I'M HAPPY WHERE
I AM, BUT I'M NOT
PONE, I'VE JUST
STARTEL/

THE END



